Heroes!
Week 3: Sunday, February 19th - Joseph

HEROES KEEP MOVING FORWARD
Patience: trust the process

God does not care about what you are going through as much as He cares
about who you are becoming while you wait

Genesis 37:19-24 - 19 When Joseph’s brothers saw him coming, they recognized him
in the distance. As he approached, they made plans to kill him. Here comes that
dreamer!” they said to each other. 20 “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into
one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see
what comes of his dreams.” 21 When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from
their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said. 22 “Don’t shed any blood. Throw him
into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on him.” Reuben said this
to rescue him from them and take him back to his father. 23 So when Joseph came
to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was wearing—

24 and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there
was no water in it.

Stop #1: Pittsburgh
| will experience PAIN
There is PURPOSE in the PAIN

| can’t choose when | will experience pain; | can choose how | will respond to
the pain

Genesis 39:1-9 - 1 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian
who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard, bought him from the
Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph so that he
prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 When his master saw
that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in everything he did,
4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in
charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 5 From
the time he put him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord
blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord
was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 6 So Potiphar left
everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself
with anything except the food he ate.

Stop #2: Potiphar’s House

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 7 and after a while his master’s wife took
notice of Joseph and said, “Come to bed with me!” 8 But he refused. “With me in
charge,” he told her, “my master does not concern himself with anything in the



house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 9 No one is greater in this
house than | am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you
are his wife. How then could | do such a wicked thing and sin against God?”

There is PURPOSE in the PROBLEMS
STOP #3: Prison

Genesis 39:20-23 - 20 Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place
where the king’s prisoners were confined. But while Joseph was there in the prison,
21 the Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes
of the prison warden. 22 So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the
prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 23 The warden
paid no attention to anything under Joseph’s care, because the Lord was with
Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did.

There is PURPOSE in the PROCESS

When | am frustrated, | must stop COMPLAINING and master
CONTENTMENT

When | am frustrated, | must remember:

1. My character is more important than my temporary circumstance
2. My eternal destiny is more important than my temporary trials

3. My God will supply all of my needs

STOP #4: Pharaoh

Genesis 41:37-41 - 37 Joseph'’s suggestions were well received by Pharaoh and his
officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked his officials, “Can we find anyone else like this man so
obviously filled with the spirit of God?” 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God
has revealed the meaning of the dreams to you, clearly no one else is as intelligent or
wise as you are. 40 You will be in charge of my court, and all my people will take
orders from you. Only |, sitting on my throne, will have a rank higher than yours.”

41 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the entire land of Egypt.”

Joseph’s Patience throughout the process teaches us about:
1. God’s Plan

2. God’s Preparation

3. God’s Providence

God does not care about what you are going through as much as He cares
about who you are becoming while you wait

Who am | becoming while | wait?



